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Name and Address 
of Applicant

Receiving Stream Type of Discharge

Towanda, City of
PO Box 160
Towanda, KS 67144

Whitewater River via
Unnamed Tributary

Treated Domestic
Wastewater

Kansas Permit No. M-WA14-OO02
Federal Permit No. KS0098761

Legal Description: NW¼, SW¼, SW¼, S16, T26S, R4E, Butler 
    County, Kansas

The proposed permit is to reissue an existing State/NPDES permit for 
an existing facility. This facility is a three-cell wastewater stabiliza-
tion lagoon system. The proposed permit contains limits for bio-
chemical oxygen demand, total suspended solids, pH, and E. coli, 
as well as monitoring for ammonia, sulfates, total phosphorus, and 
total arsenic.

Name and Address 
of Applicant

Receiving Stream Type of Discharge

Western Plains 
    Energy, LLC
3022 CR 18
Oakley, KS 67748

Saline River via
South Fork 
Saline River
via Unnamed 
Tributary

Process Wastewater

Kansas Permit No. I-SA24-PO01
Federal Permit No. KS0093076

Legal Description: NW¼, S2, T11S, R31W, Gove County, Kansas

Facility Name: Western Plains Energy, LLC – Ethanol Plant

The proposed permit is to reissue an existing State/NPDES permit for 
an existing facility. This facility uses grain (primarily corn and milo) 
to manufacture ethanol via natural fermentation. The resulting prod-
ucts include 190 and 200 proof ethanol, animal feed, and CO2. A por-
tion of the effluent is sent to an onsite decorative pond and plant site 
irrigation. Domestic wastewater is connected to a septic tank lateral 
field system. The proposed permit contains limits for total residual 
chlorine and pH, as well as monitoring for flow, sulfate, total recov-
erable metals, arsenic, fluoride, total recoverable selenium, and bio-
logical oxygen demand.

Persons wishing to comment on the draft documents 
and/or permit applications must submit their comments 
in writing to the Kansas Department of Health and En-
vironment if they wish to have the comments consid-
ered in the decision-making process. Comments should 
be submitted to the attention of the Livestock Waste 
Management Section for agricultural related draft doc-
uments or applications, or to the Technical Services Sec-
tion for all other permits, at the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment, Division of Environment, Bu-
reau of Water, 1000 SW Jackson St., Suite 420, Topeka, 
KS 66612-1367.

All comments regarding the draft documents or appli-
cation notices received on or before December 5, 2020, will 
be considered in the formulation of the final determina-
tions regarding this public notice. Please refer to the ap-
propriate Kansas document number (KS-AG-20-236/245, 
KS-Q-20-182/193) and name of the applicant/permittee 
when preparing comments.

After review of any comments received during the 
public notice period, the Secretary of Health and Envi-
ronment will issue a determination regarding final agen-
cy action on each draft document/application. If response 
to any draft document/application indicates significant 
public interest, a public hearing may be held in confor-
mance with K.A.R. 28-16-61 (28-46-21 for UIC).

All draft documents/applications and the support-
ing information including any comments received are 
on file and may be inspected at the offices of the Kan-
sas Department of Health and Environment, Bureau of 
Water, 1000 SW Jackson St., Suite 420, Topeka, Kansas. 
These documents are available upon request at the copy-
ing cost assessed by KDHE. Application information and 
components of plans and specifications for all new and 
expanding swine facilities are available at http://www.
kdheks.gov/feedlots. Division of Environment offices are 
open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Fri-
day, excluding holidays.

Lee A. Norman, M.D.
Secretary

Doc. No. 048581

State of Kansas
Department of Transportation

Notice of Intent to Conduct  
Environmental Assessment

Public notice is hereby given that the Kansas Depart-
ment of Transportation (KDOT), in cooperation with the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), will prepare 
an Environmental Assessment (EA) for a proposal to 
modernize and expand the U.S. 69 Corridor located in 
Johnson County, Kansas. The City of Overland Park and 
the Kansas Turnpike Authority are serving as partners on 
the study.

The overall environmental study limits begin just 
south of W. 179th Street and extend to just north of 103rd 
Street. The overall length is approximately ten miles. 
Major roads at interchanges are included within the en-
vironmental study area, including W. 103rd Street, Col-
lege Boulevard, W. 119th Street, Blue Valley Parkway, 
W. 135th Street, W. 151st Street, W. 167th Street, and W. 
179th Street. Additionally, I-435 at the interchange with 
U.S. 69 is included.

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a 
“No Action” alternative as well as modernization and 
expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as 
the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate 
the potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and 
southbound traffic to improve safety and improve con-
gestion in the corridor. Roadway and interchange config-
urations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.

The FHWA and KDOT plan to prepare an EA for the 
project. The EA will analyze the potential social, econom-
ic, and environmental impacts resulting from the pro-
posed project. The following issues will be specifically 
analyzed as part of the EA: impacts to the aquatic ecosys-
tem; impacts to cultural resources; impacts to threatened 
and endangered species; impacts to floodplains; impacts 
to transportation; impacts to parks/recreation; environ-
mental justice; and socioeconomics. This includes direct, 
indirect, and cumulative impacts. Other federal approv-
als or permits that may be required; a Section 404 Per-
mit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), a 
floodplain development permit from the City of Over-
land Park as well as water resource, and floodplain per-
mits from the Kansas Division of Water Resources.

http://www.kdheks.gov/feedlots
http://www.kdheks.gov/feedlots
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A scoping and coordination process will be initiated 
that involves appropriate federal, state, and local agen-
cies, as well as stakeholders and the public. This will 
continue throughout the study to engage the local and 
regional community to obtain public input and to keep 
the public informed. Coordination meetings will be held 
as needed with affected/concerned local, state, tribal, and 
federal governmental entities. Public meetings will be 
held to gather input and share findings on the EA. The 
EA will be made available for public and agency review 
and comment prior to the final public meeting.

To ensure that the full range of issues related to the 
proposed action are addressed and all significant issues 
defined, comments and suggestions are invited from all 
interested parties. Comments or questions concerning 
the proposed action and the EA should be directed to 
KDOT at the addresses provided below.
For Further Information Contact

Kansas Department of Transportation:
Tom Rhoads, P.E., Alternative Delivery Manager
11th Floor, Eisenhower State Office Building
700 SW Harrison St., Topeka, KS 66603-3745
785-296-0322
thomas.rhoads@ks.gov

Julie Lorenz
Secretary

Doc. No. 048588

State of Kansas
Department of Transportation

Notice to Consulting Firms
The Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) is 

seeking qualified consulting engineering firm(s) for the 
project listed below. Interested consulting firms must: (a) 
be prequalified by KDOT or (b) otherwise demonstrate 
qualification in the following category:   212 Highway 
Design – Minor Facility. Consultants may create a team 
to meet the prequalification requirements. A PDF must 
be emailed to David Lutgen, P.E., Contracts Engineer at 
kdot.designcontracts@ks.gov. Responses are to be limit-
ed to eight pages. The subject line of the reply email and 
the file name must read “KA-6015-01 RFP – Firm Name.” 
RFPs must be received by 12:00 p.m. November 13, 2020 
for the consulting firm to be considered.

If a firm is not currently prequalified by KDOT, a re-
sponse may still be submitted.   Firms not prequalified 
must also provide documentation that demonstrates the 
firm is qualified for each specified category listed in this 
notice for the project.  Firms may use the KDOT prequali-
fication form to provide this documentation. KDOT 1050 
Prequalification category definitions (Blue Book) can be 
found at http://www.ksdot.org/descons.asp.   All firms 
doing business with KDOT must be registered and in 
good standing under the laws of the State of Kansas at 
the time of contracting and must comply with applicable 
state and federal laws, rules, and regulations.
Scope of Services to be Performed

Project – Reconstruct and widen shoulders along US-56 
in Douglas County from the US-59/US-56 Junction east to 

Baldwin City (E 1600 Road), including replacement of a 
Culvert (515) (Middle Fork Tauy Creek Drainage)

Phase I – Prepare Plans to Materials: Including kick-off 
and coordination meetings with KDOT, field review, and 
engineer’s estimate. Anticipated completion by Fall 2021.

Phase II – Prepare Plans to Field Check. Anticipated 
completion by Summer 2022.

Phase III – Prepare Final Plans: Incorporate KDOT de-
sign comments, finalize plans sheets and cost estimates. 
Anticipated completion by Fall 2024.

Anticipated Letting – Early 2025
Anticipated Schedule for Subsequent Events

Request for Proposals (RFPs) are due by 12:00 p.m. 
(CST) November 13, 2020. Evaluation and ranking of 
technical proposals to occur on or about November 18, 
2020 after which time all firms that submitted will be 
notified of their ranking. Negotiations with the most 
highly ranked firm to commence on or about Decem-
ber 4, 2020. Agreement in place and in effect Decem-
ber 22, 2020. RFPs are to be delivered via email to kdot. 
designcontracts@ks.gov.
Instructions for Proposal

1.	 No costs shall be contained in the RFP.
2.	 The RFP must not exceed eight (8) pages total to ad-

dress the pertinent topics.
3.	 Please use the following naming convention for 

submittal… KA-6015-01 RFP – Firm Name.
4.	 RFPs submitted shall consist of the proposal and

a.	 a completed and signed Special Attachment No. 
7 (“Certificate of Final Indirect Costs”), and

b.	 a completed and signed Special Attachment No. 
8 (“Tax Clearance Certificate”), and

c.	 a completed and signed Special Attachment No. 
10 (“Policy Regarding Sexual Harassment”).

5.	 Subconsultants will need to complete these attach-
ments as well.

6.	 All these forms are attached to the original email 
announcement.

7.	 RFPs shall describe any processes or procedures, in-
cluding best practices, that will be used to perform 
tasks and to produce deliverables described above 
under “Scope of Services to be Performed.”

8.	 Also, include items such as:
a.	 Project manager/engineer in charge
b.	 History of projects with similar tasks
c.	 Availability of staff to meet schedule without 

overtime
d.	 Familiarity with KDOT standards and content
e.	 Any subconsultant and their role (if any) that 

will be performing services on the project.
Evaluation Factors

RFPs will be evaluated based on the factors listed be-
low, evenly weighted, to rank the most qualified firm in 
order of preference as first, second, third, etc.

1.	 the quality and completeness of the response
2.	 qualifications and experience of consultant design 

personnel/manager proposed for services
3.	 proposed project approach

(continued)

http://www.ksdot.org/descons.asp
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Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Monica  Brede 

Kansas Department of Commerce, Business and Community Development  

1000 SW Jackson, Suite 100 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Monica Brede, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

2025 S Gordon Cooper Dr. 

Shawnee, KS 74801 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Reid Nelson 

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation                                    Old Post Office Building                     

401 F Street NW, Ste. 308 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Reid Nelson, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Blue Valley School District 

PO Box 23901 

Overland Park, KS 66283 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Mayor Carl Gerlach 

City of Overland Park 

8500 Santa Fe Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Mayor Carl Gerlach, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Tony  Hofmann 

City of Overland Park 

8500 Santa Fe Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Tony Hofmann, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Bryan Toben 

City of Overland Park, Parks and Recreation 

8500 Santa Fe Drive 

Overland Park, KS 66212 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Bryan Toben, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Brice Obermeyer 

Delaware Tribe of Indians 

1200 Commercial Street 

Emporia, KS 66801 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Brice Obermeyer, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Cathy Lacy 

Dept. of Commerce 

6950 W. Jefferson Avenue, Suite 250 

Lakewood, CO 80235 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Cathy Lacy, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Benjamin Bingham 

Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 

10170 S. 705 Rd. 

Wyandottee, OK 74370 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Benjamin Bingham, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Paul Taylor 

Federal Emergency Management Agency Attn:  Michael Scott, Mitigation Division Director  

11224 Holmes Road  

Kansas City, MO 64114 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Paul Taylor, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Region 7 Office 

Federal Transit Administration, Reigon 7 

901 Locust St., Ste. 404 

Kansas City, MO 64106 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Mokhtee Ahmad 

Federal Transit Administration, Reigon 7 

901 Locust St., Ste. 404 

Kansas City, MO 64106 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Mokhtee Ahmad, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

FRA, Region 6 Railroad Safety Office 

901 Locust, Room 464 

Kansas City, MO 64106 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jody Hanson 

Johnson County 

111 S. Cherry St. 

Olathe, KS 66061 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jody Hanson, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Johnson County 

11811 S Sunset Dr, Suite 2100 

Olathe, KS 66061 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jennifer Delisle 

Kansas Biological Survey 

Kansas Natural Heritage Inventory, Higuchi Hall, 2101 Constant Ave. 

Lawrence, KS 66047 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jennifer Delisle, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Kansas City Federal Aviation Administration 

901 Locust, Room 403 

Kansas City, MO 64106 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jason Mohr 

Kansas City Regional Office, Region VII U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development   

400 State Ave., Room 200  

Kansas City, KS 0 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jason Mohr, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Mike  Hoeme 

Kansas Corporation Commission 

1500 SW Arrowhead Road 

Topeka, KS 66604 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Mike Hoeme, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Laura  Moody 

Kansas Department of Agriculture Divisions of Water Resources and Conservation 

1320 Research Park Dr. 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Laura  Moody, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jesse Branham 

Kansas Department of Health & Environment  

1000 SW Jackson, Suite 410 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jesse Branham, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Chris Berens 

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 

512 Southeast 25th Avenue 

Pratt, KS 67124 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Chris Berens, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism - Kansas Byways, Operations Office 

512 SE 25th Ave. 

Pratt, KS 67124 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Larry Biles 

Kansas Forest Service 

 2610 Claflin Road 

Manhattan, KS 66502 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Larry Biles, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jon Smith 

Kansas Geological Survey 

1930 Constanty Avenue 

Lawrence, KS 66047 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jon Smith, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jennie Chinn 

Kansas State Historical Society  

6425 SW 6th Avenue 

Topeka, KS 66615 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jennie Chinn, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

David  Jacobson 

Kansas Turnpike Authority 

9401 E. Kellogg 

Witchita, KS 67207 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear David Jacobson, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Earl Lewis 

Kansas Water Office 

900 SW Jackson Street, Ste. 404 

Topeka, KS 66612 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Earl Lewis, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jacque Secondine Hensley 

Kaw Nation of Oklahoma 

P.O. Box 50 

Kaw City, OK 74641 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jacque Secondine Hensley, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

David Warm 

MARC 

600 Broadway 

Kansas City, MO 64105 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear David Warm, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Scott Blackburn 

National Park Service, Midwest Region  

U.S. Department of the Interior 

601 Riverfront Dr. 

Omaha, NE 68102 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Scott Blackburn, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Karen Woodrich 

Natural Resources Conservation Service 

760 S. Broadway Boulevard 

Salina, KS 67401 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Karen Woodrich, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Brian  Costner 

Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance, U.S. Department of Energy 

1000 Independence Ave., S.W. 

Washington, DC 20585 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Brian Costner, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jackie  Rodger 

Osage Nation of Oklahoma 

627 Grandview 

Pawhuska, OK 74056 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jackie Rodger, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick 

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 

16281 Q Road 

Mayetta, KS 66509 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Brian  Donahue 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

601 E. 12th St. 

Kansas City, MO 64106 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Brian  Donahue, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Tony  Dearmen 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C. Street, NW, MS-3609 - MIB 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Tony Dearmen, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Frank Lupo 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

505 Marquette Ave., NW, Ste. 1800 

Albuquerque, NM 87102 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Frank Lupo, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Michaela  Noble 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C Street NW, MS 5538 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Michaela Noble, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Bryan Rice 

U.S. Department of the Interior 

1849 C. Street, NW, MS-4606-MIB 

Washington, D.C. 20240 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Bryan Rice, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Amber Tilley 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Region 7 

300 Minnesota Ave. 

Kansas City, KS 66101 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Amber Tilley, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Jason Luginbill 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

2609 Anderson Ave.  

Manhattan, KS 66502 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Jason Luginbill, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Scott Morlock 

U.S. Geological Survey 

5957 Lakeside Boulevard 

Indianapolis, IN 46278 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Scott Morlock, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

Vicki Christiansen 

USDA, Forest Service 

201 14th St. SW 

Washington, D.C. 20227 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Vicki Christiansen, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 

November 3, 2020 

 

 

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 

PO Box 729 

Anadarko, OK 73005 

 

Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas  

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

 

To comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), 

in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation, (KDOT) is initiating an Environmental Assessment 

(EA) for planned improvements to U.S. 69 between just south of W. 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in 

Johnson County, KS. The overall length of the corridor is approximately 10 miles. (see enclosed Project Study 

Area Map).  

 

Within the EA, FHWA and KDOT will evaluate a ‘No Action’ alternative as well as modernization and 

expansion alternatives, including a toll alternative as the proposed action. The toll alternative will evaluate the 

potential benefits of express toll lanes for north and southbound traffic to improve safety and improve congestion 

in the corridor. Roadway and interchange configurations will be evaluated throughout the corridor.  

 

An agency coordination and scoping process will be initiated that involves appropriate federal, state, and local 

agencies, as well as stakeholders and the public. As part of the early coordination process, we are soliciting 

comments from your agency regarding the proposed project as it relates to your agency’s area of expertise and 

requesting you serve as a participating agency for the EA. Comments and information you provide will be used to 

determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration. Your comments 

will be incorporated into the environmental planning process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.   

 

An interagency coordination meeting will also be held on December 2, 2020 with interested federal and state 

agencies. The meeting will be held virtually at 2:30 PM and your agency is invited to attend the meeting. 

Invitations and meeting logistics will be sent in advance of the meeting to agencies who confirm participation. 

 

The enclosed project study area map and project description should help you understand the nature of the project 

and help you determine the location of the proposed improvements.  To remain on schedule, it is requested that 

your response to our invitation be sent to our office within 30 days of receipt of this letter. If you have any 

questions about the project please contact me at (785) 296-0322 or thomas.rhoads@ks.gov. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 

Alternative Delivery Manager      
 



  
THOMAS RHOADS PE 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
700 SW HARRISON ST 
TOPEKA, KS 66603-3745 
Email: Thomas.rhoads@ks.gov 
 
 November 16, 2020 
 
RE: Planned Improvements Along US 69 In Johnson County, KS 
 
Mr. Rhoads: 
 
This correspondence will acknowledge receipt of the environmental review request regarding the proposed 
improvements to U.S 69 in Johnson County, KS. The request was received in our office on November 5, 2020.  
 
Please note that the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Water Resources will not attend the virtual 
meeting scheduled for December 2, 2020.  
 
As stated in the anticipated impacts of the assessment, water resource and floodplain permits from the Division of 
Water Resources could be required depending on the final design. Please plan to contact DWR in the future for 
discussion of any permitting that may be required.  
 
The Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Conservation has no comment on the proposed improvements.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Laura L Moody 
Environmental Reviews 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
(785) 564-6674 
KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov 
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr 
 

mailto:KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr/


 

KSR&C No. 20-11-038 

November 17, 2020 

 

Thomas Rhoads 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

 

Via Email 

 

RE: Environmental Assessment 

 U.S. Highway 69 Corridor 

 Johnson County 

 

Dear Mr. Rhoads: 

 

In accordance with 36 CFR 800, the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed your letter dated 

November 3, 2020 describing several alternatives for expansion and modernization of the U.S. Highway 69 

corridor between just south of West 179th Street to just north of 103rd Street in Johnson County. We have no 

role in the NEPA process, but we have (through Section 106 consultation) been involved with several KDOT 

projects along the U.S. Highway 69 Corridor. In recent years, most have taken place in portions of the corridor 

south of Johnson County. With this project, we will await further information as part of Section 106 

consultation. 

 

We look forward to working with you on this project and will await further correspondence as it progresses. If 

you have questions or need additional information regarding these comments, please contact Tim Weston at 

785-272-8681 (ext. 214) or Lauren Jones at 785-272-8681 (ext. 225). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennie Chinn, Executive Director and 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Patrick Zollner 

Deputy SHPO 

 



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, KANSAS CITY DISTRICT 

635 FEDERAL BUILDING 
601 E. 12TH STREET 

KANSAS CITY, MISSOURI  64106-2824 

 
November 24, 2020 

Regulatory Branch 
(NWK-2020-948) 
 
 
Mr. Thomas Rhoads, P.E. 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, Kansas 66603 
 
Dear Mr. Rhoades: 
 
    This letter is in response to your letter of advisement for an Environmental Assessment 
process initiated for planned work along an approximate 10 mile length of U.S. 69 Highway in 
Johnson County, Kansas. It was received for on November 5, 2020. The proposed project 
involves improvements to the highway between 103rd and 179th Streets, that will involve the 
placement of fill materials within waters of the U.S. along the route. 
 
    Your project has been assigned permit file number NWK-2020-948.  All activities requiring a 
permit are given a thorough public interest review, which includes a detailed evaluation of the 
potential effects on the environment.  The Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction over all waters of 
the United States.  Discharges of dredged or fill material in waters of the United States, including 
wetlands, require prior authorization from the Corps under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
(33 USC 1344).  The implementing regulation for this Act is found at 33 C.F.R. 320-332. 
 
    We are interested in your thoughts and opinions concerning your experience with the Kansas 
City District, Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program.  Please feel free to complete an electronic 
version of our Customer Service Survey form on our website at:  
http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey.  You may also call and request a 
paper copy of the survey which you may complete and return to us by mail. 
 
    If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to write or contact me at 
816-389-3703 or by email at brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil.  Please reference Permit file 
number NWK-2020-948 in all comments and/or inquiries relating to this project.  This letter is 
only being provided to you electronically at: Thomas.rhoads@ks.gov 
     
                                                                            Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
    Brian Donahue 
    Project Manager 
 

http://corpsmapu.usace.army.mil/cm_apex/f?p=regulatory_survey
mailto:brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil


From: Thomas Rhoads [KDOT]
To: Gretchen Ivy
Cc: Brandon Yarbrough; Cameron McGown; Jason Sanders; Ann Melton [KDOT]; Steve Rockers [KDOT]
Subject: FW: Comment: Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas
Date: Friday, November 20, 2020 11:17:14 AM
Attachments: Johnson County, Kansas, EA for US 69 Corridor.pdf

 
 

From: Tener, Scott (FAA) <scott.tener@faa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, November 6, 2020 12:36 PM
To: Thomas Rhoads [KDOT] <Thomas.Rhoads@ks.gov>
Subject: Comment: Environmental Assessment for U.S. 69 Corridor, Johnson County, Kansas
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or
open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

We provide the following comments for your consideration:
 
Airspace Considerations
The project may require formal notice and review for airspace considerations under 14 CFR Part 77,
Safe, Efficient Use, and Preservation of the Navigable Airspace.  To determine if you need to file with
FAA, go to http://oeaaa.faa.gov and click on the “Notice Criteria Tool” found at the left-hand side of
the page.
 
Several items may need to be checked such as any structures, towers, poles, objects, and temporary
construction equipment that exceed the notice criteria. For projects involving long routes, multiple
locations will need to be checked. We recommend checking the route at 1-mile intervals and at
increases in elevation.
 
If after using the tool, you determine that filing with FAA is required, we recommend a 120-day
notification to accommodate the review process and issue our determination letter.  Proposals may
be filed at http://oeaaa.faa.gov.  More information on this process may be found at:
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/
 
Please let me know if you have any questions,
 
Scott Tener
Environmental Specialist
 
FAA Central Region Airports Division
901 Locust St., Room 364
Kansas City, Missouri  64106-2325
T 816.329.2639 | F 816.329.2611
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/
 

mailto:Thomas.Rhoads@ks.gov
mailto:givy@hntb.com
mailto:byarbrough@HNTB.com
mailto:CMcGown@HNTB.com
mailto:JSanders@HNTB.com
mailto:Ann.Melton@ks.gov
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cthomas.rhoads%40ks.gov%7C6a106e6820f94209c39708d88282d1eb%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637402845823278930%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=RZoMWr61%2BYR7u%2FkKIrLQcS5y7777aUb6i9pmzZp0zDk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cthomas.rhoads%40ks.gov%7C6a106e6820f94209c39708d88282d1eb%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637402845823288886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=iNRgr6Eh4cJ3XG4hky1OQM9Ca%2BL5Pmx1OHhlED%2B48LI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.faa.gov%2Fairports%2Fcentral%2Fengineering%2Fpart77%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cthomas.rhoads%40ks.gov%7C6a106e6820f94209c39708d88282d1eb%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637402845823288886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Gt8QuyZDs4FjSteraD%2B8%2BhFzSY0Brk%2FiXbZ1q2M5qss%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.faa.gov%2Fairports%2Fcentral%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cthomas.rhoads%40ks.gov%7C6a106e6820f94209c39708d88282d1eb%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637402845823298833%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OPomZLeAsM3sc9cNtPyPped610EAY2hp%2B0YEWlTjclc%3D&reserved=0
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Brandon Yarbrough

From: Gretchen Ivy

Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 1:30 PM

To: Brandon Yarbrough

Subject: FW: KDWPT Review EA Assessment for the U.S. 69 Corridor Johnson County (KDWPT 

Track#20200933)

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Please file with our other letters. 

 

Best regards, 

 
Gretchen Ivy, VP, PE 
Director of Transportation Planning and Policy 
Tel (816) 527-2561     Cell (816) 305-7908     Email givy@hntb.com 
    
HNTB CORPORATION  
715 Kirk Drive  |  Kansas City, MO 64105  |  hntb.com 

■ 100+ YEARS OF INFRASTRUCTURE SOLUTIONS 

 
Twitter | LinkedIn | Facebook | Instagram 

 
 

 

From: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov>  

Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 1:24 PM 

To: Cameron McGown <CMcGown@HNTB.com>; Gretchen Ivy <givy@hntb.com> 

Subject: FW: KDWPT Review EA Assessment for the U.S. 69 Corridor Johnson County (KDWPT Track#20200933) 

 

Cameron/Gretchen, 

Not sure if you got this.. 

 

Steve Rockers,P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
Bureau of Road Design 
(785) 296-1004  Office 
 

 

From: Riedle,Daren [KDWPT] <Daren.Riedle@KS.GOV>  

Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 11:04 AM 

To: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov> 

Subject: Fw: KDWPT Review EA Assessment for the U.S. 69 Corridor Johnson County (KDWPT Track#20200933) 

 

Steve, 

   Based on Thomas's response I wasn't sure if this needed to go to you or not.  

Thanks, 

Daren 
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J. Daren Riedle 

Wildlife Diversity Coordinator 

Kansas Dept of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism 

512 SE 25th Ave 

Pratt, KS 67124 

Office: (620) 672-0746 

Cell: (620) 770-6628 

From: Riedle,Daren [KDWPT] 

Sent: Monday, November 23, 2020 11:00 AM 

To: Thomas Rhoads [KDOT] <Thomas.Rhoads@ks.gov> 

Cc: Environmental Services, KDWPT [KDWPT] <KDWPT.ess@ks.gov> 

Subject: KDWPT Review EA Assessment for the U.S. 69 Corridor Johnson County (KDWPT Track#20200933)  

  

Dear Mr. Rhoads, 

  

We have reviewed the information for the proposed Environmental Assessment for the U.S. 69 Corridor, 

Johnson County, KS. The project was reviewed for potential impacts on crucial wildlife habitats, current state-

listed threatened and endangered species and species in need of conservation, and Kansas Department of 

Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism managed areas for which this agency has administrative authority.  

  

  

We provide the following comments and general recommendations, when applicable:  

• Avoid impacts to existing streams and rivers, adjacent riparian zones, wetlands, and native prairie 

and woodland areas.  

• Minimize all bank or instream activity, particularly during general fish spawning season (March 1 

– Aug. 31).  

• Incorporate principles of low impact development (LID), such as permeable asphalt pavement, 

porous concrete, swales, bioretention, or raingardens.  More info. on 

LID: http://www.epa.gov/owow/NPS/lid/  

• Implement and maintain standard erosion-control Best-Management-Practices during all aspects 

of construction by installing sediment barriers (wattles, filter logs, rock ditch checks, mulching, or 

any combination of these) across the entire construction area to prevent sediment and spoil from 

entering aquatic systems.  Barriers should be maintained at high functioning capacity until 

construction is completed and vegetation is established.  For more information, go 

to: http://www.kdheks.gov/stormwater/#construct  
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• Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees.  

 

Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; therefore, 

no special mitigation measures are recommended. The project will not impact any public recreational 

areas, nor could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed threatened or endangered species 

or species in need of conservation. No Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism permits or special 

authorizations will be needed if construction is started within one year, and no design changes are made 

in the project plans. Permits may still be required from other agencies, and we recommend consultation 

with all other applicable regulatory authorities.  

 

   

 

Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically change, 

if construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are made in the project 

plans, the project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued applicability of this assessment 

report. For our purposes, we consider construction started when advertisements for bids are distributed.  

 

   

 

Please consider this email our official review for this project.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide 

these comments and recommendations. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about 

the preceding information.  

 

  

 

Please direct all review materials electronically to KDWPT.ess@ks.gov to streamline the review 

process for all parties.  

 

 

Daren. 

 

 

 

J. Daren Riedle 

Wildlife Diversity Coordinator 

Kansas Dept of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism 

512 SE 25th Ave 

Pratt, KS 67124 

Office: (620) 672-0746 
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Cell: (620) 770-6628 
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Brandon Yarbrough

From: Thomas Rhoads [KDOT] <Thomas.Rhoads@ks.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 1:18 PM

To: Gretchen Ivy

Cc: Steve Rockers [KDOT]; Cameron McGown; Jason Sanders; Brandon Yarbrough; Ann 

Melton [KDOT]

Subject: FW: EA Scoping for US 69 Corridor

Attachments: image2020-11-19-130922.pdf

Importance: High

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

From: Tilley, Amber <Tilley.Amber@epa.gov>  

Sent: Wednesday, November 25, 2020 12:03 PM 

To: Thomas Rhoads [KDOT] <Thomas.Rhoads@ks.gov> 

Subject: EA Scoping for US 69 Corridor 

Importance: High 

 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless 

you trust the sender and know the content is safe.  

Good afternoon Mr. Rhoads,  

We have received correspondence from your office regarding scoping for the US69 Corridor in Johnson County. We 

appreciate you including EPA in the early stages of this project. We would be happy to attend the December 2nd scoping 

meeting; could you please add me to the distribution/invitation list? Please let me know if you have any questions or 

concerns. Thanks, have a great afternoon!  

 

 

Amber Tilley | NEPA Project Manager 

a: EPA Region 7 | 11201 Renner Blvd | Lenexa, KS 66219 

e: tilley.amber@epa.gov | w: www.epa.gov/nepa 

p: 913.551.7565 
 

 

 
 

From: Tapp, Joshua <Tapp.Joshua@epa.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 1:02 PM 

To: Tilley, Amber <Tilley.Amber@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Mail received today. 

Importance: High 
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From: Tilley, Amber <Tilley.Amber@epa.gov>  

Sent: Tuesday, November 24, 2020 9:29 AM 

To: Tapp, Joshua <Tapp.Joshua@epa.gov> 

Cc: Summerlin, Joe <summerlin.joe@epa.gov> 

Subject: FW: Mail received today. 

Importance: High 

 
Hi Josh,  

This project needs assigned please. Thanks! 

 

 

Amber Tilley | NEPA Project Manager 

a: EPA Region 7 | 11201 Renner Blvd | Lenexa, KS 66219 

e: tilley.amber@epa.gov | w: www.epa.gov/nepa 

p: 913.551.7565 
 

 

 

 

 

From: Hunter, David <Hunter.David@epa.gov>  

Sent: Thursday, November 19, 2020 1:09 PM 

To: Tilley, Amber <Tilley.Amber@epa.gov> 

Cc: Tapp, Joshua <Tapp.Joshua@epa.gov> 

Subject: Mail received today. 

 

Amber, 

 

   Received the attached in the ORA mail today. 

 
David A. Hunter 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Office of the Regional Administrator 

U.S. EPA Region 7 

 

11201 Renner Blvd, Lenexa, KS 66219 

Tel: 913-551-7698 

Email: hunter.david@epa.gov  

 































 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix D – Agency Coordination  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Jennie Chinn 
Kansas State Historical Society 
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Chinn, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Brian Donahue 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
635 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Donahue, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
 
February 1, 2021 
 
Donna Fisher 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Fisher, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
HazMat Coordination 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Leo Henning 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Henning, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Michele McNulty 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2609 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. McNulty, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Laura Moody 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Moody, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
J. Daren Riedle 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 
512 SE 25th Ave 
Pratt, KS 67124 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Riedle, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Scott Tener 
Federal Aviation Administration 
901 Locust, Room 364 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Scott Tener, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
February 1, 2021 
 
Amber Tilley 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
11201 Renner Blvd 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Tilley, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69, located within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in 
Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, a Draft Purpose and Need Statement has been 
prepared for the proposed project. The Purpose and Need for the proposed project has been shared with 
the project advisory committee and the public during the initial round of public and stakeholder 
engagement in late 2020 and into early 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and comment.  
 
A copy of the Draft Purpose and Need Statement is included in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the 
project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may 
have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Comments and information you provide 
during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant 
further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your comments will be 
incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate.  
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
Attached 













  
 
 
STEVE ROCKERS PE 
KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
700 SW HARRISON ST 
TOPEKA KS 66603-3745 
Email: Steve.Rockers@ks.gov 
 
 February 4, 2021 
 
RE: US 69 Modernization and Expansion Project, Johnson County, Kansas 
 
Mr. Rockers: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review the above noted project.  
 
As stated previously in prior letters to KDOT, the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Water Resources 
continues to note that both water appropriations and floodplain permits could be required for this project depending 
on the final design. Work in or across designated streams and in the floodplain will definitely require permitting 
from the Division of Water Resources Water Structures Program. Please plan to contact DWR in the future for 
discussion of any permitting.   
 
Sincerely,  

 
Laura L Moody 
Environmental Reviews 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
(785) 564-6674 
KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov 
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr 
 

mailto:KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr/


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, KANSAS CITY DISTRICT 

601 E. 12TH STREET, 635 FEDERAL BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO  64106-2824 

February 3, 2021 
Regulatory Branch 
(NWK-2020-948) 
 
 
Mr. Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
700 Southwest Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS  66603 
 
Dear Mr. Rockers: 
 
    This letter is in response to your request for comments on the Purpose and Need Statement for 
the U.S. 69 Express, Environmental Assessment.  The planned work would occur along an 
approximate 10-mile length of U.S. 69 Highway in Johnson County, Kansas between 103rd Street 
and 179th Street.  The proposed project involves improvements to the highway that may involve 
the placement of fill materials within waters of the U.S. along the route. 
 
    The Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction over all waters of the United States.  Discharges of 
dredged or fill material in waters of the United States, including wetlands, require prior 
authorization from the Corps under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344).  The 
implementing regulation for this Act is found at 33 CFR 320-332. 
 
    We have reviewed the purpose and need statement for this project sent for our review on 
January 28, 2021 and have no objections or concerns regarding the objectives, purpose or need 
for the project as outlined in that document.   
 
    Thank you for providing us the opportunity to review the plans and objectives for the 
proposed project.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to write or 
contact me at 816-389-3703 or by email at brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil.  Please reference 
Permit file number NWK-2020-948 in all comments and/or inquiries relating to this project.  
This letter is only being provided to you electronically at: Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
                                                                            Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
    Brian Donahue 
    Project Manager 
 
 

69-46 KA-5700-02
NHPP-A570(002)
Johnson County

mailto:brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil


From: Pounds, Samantha [KDWPT] <Samantha.Pounds@KS.GOV> 

Sent: Monday, March 1, 2021 2:03 PM 

To: Steve Rockers [KDOT] 

Cc: Brandon Yarbrough 

Subject: KDWPT review, preliminary comments for the U.S. 69 Highway expansion 

project, Johnson County (Track# 20200933-2) 

 

Dear Steve Rockers,  

  

We have reviewed the information for the proposed preliminary comments for the U.S. 69 

Highway expansion project in Johnson County, KS. The project was reviewed for potential 

impacts on crucial wildlife habitats, current state-listed threatened and endangered species and 

species in need of conservation, and Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism 

managed areas for which this agency has administrative authority.  

  

We provide the following comments and general recommendations, when applicable:  

• Avoid impacts to existing streams and rivers, adjacent riparian zones, wetlands, and 

native prairie and woodland areas.  

• Minimize all bank or instream activity, particularly during general fish spawning 

season (March 1 – Aug. 31).  

• Incorporate principles of low impact development (LID), such as permeable asphalt 

pavement, porous concrete, swales, bioretention, or raingardens.  More info. on 

LID: http://www.epa.gov/owow/NPS/lid/  

• Implement and maintain standard erosion-control Best-Management-Practices 

during all aspects of construction by installing sediment barriers (wattles, filter logs, 

rock ditch checks, mulching, or any combination of these) across the entire 

construction area to prevent sediment and spoil from entering aquatic 

systems.  Barriers should be maintained at high functioning capacity until 

construction is completed and vegetation is established.  For more information, go 

to: http://www.kdheks.gov/stormwater/#construct  

• Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees.  

 

Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; 

therefore, no special mitigation measures are recommended. The project will not impact any 

public recreational areas, nor could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed 

threatened or endangered species or species in need of conservation. No Department of Wildlife, 

Parks, and Tourism permits or special authorizations will be needed if construction is 

started within one year, and no design changes are made in the project plans. Permits may still be 

required from other agencies, and we recommend consultation with all other applicable 

regulatory authorities.  

 

Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically 

change, if construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are made 

in the project plans, the project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued applicability 

of this assessment report. For our purposes, we consider construction started when 



advertisements for bids are distributed.  

 

Please consider this email our official review for this project.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

provide these comments and recommendations. Please let me know if you have any questions or 

concerns about the preceding information.  

 

Please direct all review materials electronically to KDWPT.ess@ks.gov to streamline the review 

process for all parties.  

 

 
Samantha Pounds 

she, her, hers 

Ecologist, Ecological Services Section 

Kansas Dept. of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism 

Pratt, KS 67124 

Office: (620)672-5911 

samantha.pounds@ks.gov 



 

KSR&C No. 20-11-038 

February 12, 2021 

 

Steve Rockers 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

 

Via Email 

 

RE: Purpose and Need Statement 

 U.S. Highway 69 Corridor 

 Johnson County 

 

Dear Mr. Rockers: 

 

In accordance with 36 CFR 800, the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed your letter (along 

with a purpose and need statement) dated February 1, 2021. It describes several alternatives for expansion and 

modernization of the U.S. Highway 69 corridor between just south of West 179th Street to just north of 103rd 

Street in Johnson County. As indicated in earlier correspondence, we have no role in the NEPA process, but we 

have (through Section 106 consultation) been involved with several KDOT projects along the U.S. Highway 69 

Corridor. In recent years, most have taken place in portions of the corridor south of Johnson County. With this 

project, we will await further information as part of Section 106 consultation. 

 

We look forward to working with you on this project and will await further correspondence as it progresses. If 

you have questions or need additional information regarding these comments, please contact Tim Weston at 

785-272-8681 (ext. 214) or Lauren Jones at 785-272-8681 (ext. 225). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennie Chinn, Executive Director and 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Patrick Zollner 

Deputy SHPO 

 



Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Amber Tilley
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
11201 Renner Blvd
Lenexa, KS 66219

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Ms. Tilley,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Brice Obermeyer
Delaware Tribe of Indians
1200 Commercial Street
Roosevelt Hall, RM 212
Emporia State University
Emporia, KS 66801

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Brice Obermeyer,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 
Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 
contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Kaw Nation of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 50
Kaw City, OK 74641

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 
Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Osage Nation of Oklahoma
222 W. Main Street
Pawhuska, OK 74056

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 
Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
2025 S Gordon Cooper Dr.
Shawnee, OK 74801

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 
Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Mr. Brett Barnes
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma
P.O. Box 350
Seneca, MO 64865

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Mr. Brett Barnes,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 
contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick, Office of the Tribal Chairman
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
16281 Q Road
Mayetta, KS 66509

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick, 

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 
contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Wichita and Affiliated Tribes
P.O. Box 729
1 1/4 Miles North on Hwy 281
Anadarko, OK 73005

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

To Whom It May Concern,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 
contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Tonya Tipton
Shawnee Tribe
29 S Hwy 69A
Miani, OK 74354

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Tonya Tipton,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation 
(KDOT), for improving the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland 
Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis 
Memorandum has been prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for 
the project. The alternatives development and screening process has been shared with the project 
advisory group and the public during public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 
to provide an opportunity for public review and comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is enclosed with this letter to provide your 
organization an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency 
for the project. Additionally, a copy of the memorandum and all appendices can be found at 
www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study 
Area supersedes the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in 
December 2020. Minor updates to the Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the 
proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study 
Area has been provided for your review and comment. 

KDOT would like to clarify a typo in the Tech Location specified in the National Historic 
Preservation Act Coordination dated June 8, 2021 that you received. It specified a Tech Location 
on US 69 from 151st Street North to 103rd Street but included a Study Area map of an area 
encompassing US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd Street and several arterials within those 
limits. KDOT would like to confirm the project limits of US 69 from 179th Street North to 103rd 

http://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening


Street and arterials as shown on the Study Area map. If you have additional comments please 
contact KDOT at KDOT#RoW.EnvCultural@ks.gov or myself. We apologize for any confusion 
this may have caused.  

To remain on schedule, it is requested that you respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt 
of this letter.  Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if 
the proposed improvements may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design 
and construction of the project. Your comments will be incorporated into the environmental 
clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
KDOT Road Design Leader

Attached

mailto:kdot
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Scott Tener
Federal Aviation Administration
901 Locust, Room 364
Kansas City, MO 64106

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Mr. Tener,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

J. Daren Riedle
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism
512 SE 25th Ave
Pratt, KS 67124

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Mr. Riedle,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Laura Moody
Kansas Department of Agriculture
1320 Research Park Drive
Manhattan, KS 66502

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Ms. Moody,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Michele McNulty
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2609 Anderson Avenue
Manhattan, KS 66502

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Ms. McNulty,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Leo Henning
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400
Topeka, KS 66612

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Mr. Henning,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

HazMat Coordination
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400
Topeka, KS 66612

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Sir or Madam,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Donna Fisher
Kansas Department of Health and Environment
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400
Topeka, KS 66612

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Ms. Fisher,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design Leader

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Brian Donahue
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District
635 Federal Building
601 E. 12th Street
Kansas City, MO 64106

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Mr. Donahue,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building
700 S.W. Harrison Street
Topeka, KS 66603-3745

Phone:  785-296-3901
Fax:  785-296-4302

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov
http://www.ksdot.org

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary Laura Kelly, Governor

October 4, 2021

Jennie Chinn
Kansas State Historical Society
6425 SW 6th Avenue
Topeka, KS 66615

Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002) KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02

Dear Ms. Chinn,

This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for improving 
the U.S. 69 Corridor within the southern limits of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas. 

As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, an Alternatives Analysis Memorandum has been 
prepared to document the development and screening of alternatives for the project. The alternatives 
development and screening process has been shared with the project advisory group and the public during 
public and stakeholder engagement in the first half of 2021 to provide an opportunity for public review and 
comment. 

A copy of the Alternatives Analysis Memorandum is attached in the email with this letter to provide your 
agency an opportunity to review and comment on this document as a Participating Agency for the project. 

The project team has also attached an updated NEPA Study Area for the project. This Study Area supersedes 
the Study Area distributed as part of the initial Agency Coordination in December 2020. Minor updates to the 
Study Area boundary were necessary to accommodate the proposed construction footprints for the Reasonable 
Alternatives. This updated NEPA Study Area has been provided for your agency to review and comment. 

To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond with any comments you may have on the 
Alternatives Analysis Memorandum or the revised NEPA Study Area within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  
Comments and information you provide during the EA will be used to determine if the proposed improvements 
may have impacts that warrant further consideration prior to design and construction of the project. Your 
comments will be incorporated into the environmental clearance process and ultimately the EA document, as 
appropriate. 

If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or Steve.Rockers@ks.gov.

Sincerely yours,

Steve Rockers, P.E.
Road Design LeaderAttached

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


  
Stephen Rockers 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
700 SW Harrison St 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 
Email: Steve.Rockers@ks.gov 
 
October 18, 2021 
 
RE: U.S 69 Corridor Modernization and Expansion Project (KDOT # 69-46 KA-5700-02) 
 
Mr. Rockers: 
 
This correspondence will acknowledge receipt of the request for comments regarding the Alternative 
Analysis Memorandum and revised NEPA Study Area related to the above noted project. The request 
was received in our office on October 4, 2021.  
 
Permitting will be required from the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Water Resources Water 
Structures Program and DWR has met with the design/build team regarding the permitting requirements. 
For more information or questions on this permitting process, please contact Janelle Phillips, P.E. (785) 
564-6656. 
 
The Water Appropriations Program of the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Water Resources 
has no comment on or objection to the project as proposed. If this project will require the use of any water 
from an unpermitted source (well or stream), a temporary or term permit may be required. Please contact 
Kristen Baum (785-564-6640) should this become a possibility.  
 
The Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of Conservation has no objection to or comment on this 
project.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Laura L Moody 
Environmental Reviews 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
(785) 564-6674 
KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov 
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr 
 

mailto:KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr/


DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, KANSAS CITY DISTRICT 

601 E. 12TH STREET, 635 FEDERAL BUILDING 
KANSAS CITY, MO  64106-2824 

October 7, 2021 

Regulatory Branch 

(NWK-2020-948) 

 

 

Mr. Steve Rockers, P.E. 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

700 Southwest Harrison Street 

Topeka, KS  66603 

 

Dear Mr. Rockers: 

 

    This letter is in response to your request for comments regarding alternatives for the U.S. 69 

Express Environmental Assessment.  The planned work would occur along an approximate 10-

mile length of U.S. 69 Highway in Johnson County, Kansas between 103rd Street and 179th 

Street.  The proposed project involves improvements to the highway that may involve the 

placement of fill materials within waters of the U.S. along the route. 

 

    The Corps of Engineers has jurisdiction over all waters of the United States.  Discharges of 

dredged or fill material in waters of the United States, including wetlands, require prior 

authorization from the Corps under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC 1344).  The 

implementing regulation for this Act is found at 33 CFR 320-332. 

 

    We have reviewed the Alternatives Memo for this project, sent for our review on October 4, 

2021, and have no objections or concerns regarding the alternatives screening process for the 

project as outlined in that document.  We will further evaluate the project for permit 

consideration when an application and the impacts of the proposed work to waters of the U.S. 

within the highway corridor have been submitted for the work associated with the project.  

 

    Thank you for providing us the opportunity to review the alternatives considered for the 

proposed project.  If you have any questions concerning this matter, please feel free to write or 

contact me at 816-389-3703 or by email at brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil.  Please reference 

Permit file number NWK-2020-948 in all comments and/or inquiries relating to this project.  

This letter is only being provided to you electronically at: Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 

 

                                                                            Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

    Brian Donahue 

    Project Manager 

mailto:brian.t.donahue@usace.army.mil


 

October 15, 2021 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

700 S.W. Harrison Street 

Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

  

RE: KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02, Johnson County, Kansas 
 
Dear Mr. Rockers, 
 
 The Eastern Shawnee Tribe has received your letter regarding the above referenced project(s) within 

Johnson County, Kansas. The Eastern Shawnee Tribe is committed to protecting sites important to Tribal 

Heritage, Culture and Religion. Furthermore, the Tribe is particularly concerned with historical sites that may 

contain but not limited to the burial(s) of human remains and associated funerary objects. 

 

As described in your correspondence, and upon research of our database(s) and files, we find our people 

occupied these areas historically and/or prehistorically. However, the project proposes NO Adverse Effect or 

endangerment to known sites of interest to the Eastern Shawnee Tribe. Please continue project as planned. 

However, should this project inadvertently discover an archeological site or object(s) we request that you 

immediately contact the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, as well as the appropriate state agencies (within 24 hours). We 

also ask that all ground disturbing activity stop until the Tribe and State agencies are consulted. Please note that 

any future changes to this project will require additional consultation. 

 

In accordance with the NHPA of 1966 (16 U.S.C. § 470-470w-6), federally funded, licensed, or permitted 

undertakings that are subject to the Section 106 review process must determine effects to significant historic 

properties. As clarified in Section 101(d)(6)(A-B), historic properties may have religious and/or cultural 

significance to Indian Tribes. Section 106 of NHPA requires Federal agencies to consider the effects of their 

actions on all significant historic properties (36 CFR Part 800) as does the National Environmental Policy Act of 

1969 (43 U.S.C. § 4321-4347 and 40 CFR § 1501.7(a). This letter evidences NHPA and NEPA historic properties 

compliance pertaining to consultation with this Tribe regarding the referenced proposed projects. 

 

Thank you, for contacting the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, we appreciate your cooperation. Should you have any 

further questions or comments please contact our Office. 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Barton, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 (918) 666-5151 Ext:1833 
 

EASTERN SHAWNEE  
CULTURAL PRESERVATION DEPARTMENT 

70500 East 128 Road, Wyandotte, OK 74370                           
 



From: Steve Rockers [KDOT]
To: Brandon Yarbrough
Cc: Craig Cogan
Subject: FW: Alternatives Concurrence - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson

County, Kansas
Date: Friday, October 8, 2021 10:19:42 AM
Attachments: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project _ParticipatingAgencyLetter - Alternatives.pdf

US69Express-NEPAStudyArea_August2021.pdf

fyi
 
Steve Rockers, P.E. | Kansas Department of Transportation-Road Design
785.296.1004 | steve.rockers@ks.gov
 

From: Tener, Scott (FAA) <scott.tener@faa.gov> 
Sent: Friday, October 8, 2021 10:02 AM
To: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov>
Subject: RE: Alternatives Concurrence - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project
(69Express), Johnson County, Kansas
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or
open any attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

We generally do not provide comments from an environmental perspective. However, we provide
the following for your consideration:
 
Airspace Considerations
The project may require formal notice and review for airspace considerations under 14 CFR Part 77,
Safe, Efficient Use, and Preservation of the Navigable Airspace.  To determine if you need to file with
FAA, go to http://oeaaa.faa.gov and click on the “Notice Criteria Tool” found at the left-hand side of
the page.
 
Several items may need to be checked such as any structures, towers, poles, objects, and temporary
construction equipment that exceed the notice criteria. For projects involving long routes, multiple
locations will need to be checked. We recommend checking the route at 1-mile intervals and at
increases in elevation.
 
If after using the tool, you determine that filing with FAA is required, we recommend a 120-day
notification to accommodate the review process and issue our determination letter.  Proposals may
be filed at http://oeaaa.faa.gov.  More information on this process may be found at:
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/
 
Please let me know if you have any questions,
 
Scott Tener
Environmental Specialist
 
FAA Central Region Airports Division

mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov
mailto:byarbrough@HNTB.com
mailto:ccogan@HNTB.com
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Foeaaa.faa.gov%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteve.Rockers%40ks.gov%7C2e9b83db88c04d49424508d98a6cbdee%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637693022220073989%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=gfYJ9DRpuIYs2AY2beh5zRbD1TNSI9%2BkhksoQDYGP%2Bo%3D&reserved=0
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901 Locust St., Room 364
Kansas City, Missouri  64106-2325
T 816.329.2639 | F 816.329.2611
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/
 
 

From: Brandon Yarbrough <byarbrough@HNTB.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 2021 9:22 AM
To: Tener, Scott (FAA) <scott.tener@faa.gov>
Subject: FW: Alternatives Concurrence - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project
(69Express), Johnson County, Kansas
 
Scott – We have been getting emails bounced back. Trying to send this with minimal attachments to
see if that is the issue. You can find the Alternatives Memo referenced in the letter at
https://www.69express.org/AlternativesScreening/ or reach out and we can find another option.
Thank you.
 
Brandon Yarbrough, AICP
Project Manager - Planning
HNTB Corporation
Tel (816) 527-2007     Cell (319) 269-9645 
 
From: Brandon Yarbrough 
Sent: Tuesday, October 5, 2021 9:19 AM
To: 'scott.tener@faa.gov' scott.tener@faa.gov
Subject: Alternatives Concurrence - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express),
Johnson County, Kansas
 
Attached you will find the official notification for Agency Coordination and Concurrence on the
Alternatives Analysis for the U.S. 69 Expansion Project in Johnson County, Kansas. As a Participating
Agency this is your opportunity to review and provide comment on the Alternatives Analysis. We ask
for your comments within 30 days of receipt of this correspondence.
 
If you would like a paper copy, please respond to this email.
 
Please submit comments to Steve Rockers at KDOT (Steve.Rockers@ks.gov).
 
Brandon Yarbrough, AICP
Project Manager - Planning
Transportation Planning and Policy Group
Tel (816) 527-2007     Cell (319) 269-9645 
 
HNTB CORPORATION
715 Kirk Drive, Kansas City, MO 64105  |  www.hntb.com
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hntb.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteve.Rockers%40ks.gov%7C2e9b83db88c04d49424508d98a6cbdee%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637693022220103861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6rSXO5rREwm8HVVQXY7rU9jtOQutINQVNuYOm0poeNU%3D&reserved=0


Brandon Yarbrough, AICP
Project Manager - Planning
Transportation Planning and Policy Group
Tel (816) 527-2007     Cell (319) 269-9645 
 
HNTB CORPORATION
715 Kirk Drive, Kansas City, MO 64105  |  www.hntb.com
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this
communication, please delete this message and any attachments. Thank you.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hntb.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteve.Rockers%40ks.gov%7C2e9b83db88c04d49424508d98a6cbdee%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637693022220103861%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6rSXO5rREwm8HVVQXY7rU9jtOQutINQVNuYOm0poeNU%3D&reserved=0


From: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov> 

Sent: Monday, November 1, 2021 1:29 PM 

To: Brandon Yarbrough; Cliff Ehrlich [KDOT] 

Cc: Craig Cogan 

Subject: FW: KDWP Review, Track 20200933-5 -- KDOT Proj #69-46 KA-5700-02, US. 69 

highway expansion (Johnson Co) 

 

fyi 

 

Steve Rockers, P.E. | Kansas Department of Transportation-Road Design 

785.296.1004 | steve.rockers@ks.gov 

 

From: Eddy, Zac [KDWP] <Zac.Eddy@KS.GOV>  

Sent: Monday, November 1, 2021 10:55 AM 

To: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov> 

Subject: KDWP Review, Track 20200933-5 -- KDOT Proj #69-46 KA-5700-02, US. 69 highway expansion 

(Johnson Co) 

 

Steve Rockers, 

  

We have reviewed the Environmental Assessment (EA) for the proposed U.S. 69 Modernization 

and Expansion Project ("69 Express") to occur in Overland Park, Johnson County, 

Kansas.  Project details were reviewed for potential impacts to critical wildlife habitats, current 

state-listed threatened or endangered species and species in need of conservation, as well as 

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks managed areas for which this agency has 

administrative authority. 

  

We understand the preferred construction alternative will construct express toll lanes along the 

existing U.S. Highway 69 corridor to improve travel service.  The EA indicates minor impacts to 

parks and recreation facilities may occur.  We note that some impacts may occur to native 

deciduous forests.  If avoidance of forest clearing is infeasible, we encourage the project 

sponsors to offset lost forested acreage.  We also provide the following comments and general 

recommendations.  When applicable: 

  

• Avoid impacts to existing streams and rivers, adjacent riparian zones, wetlands, and 

native prairie and woodland areas. 



• Minimize all bank or instream activity, particularly during general fish spawning 

season (March 1 – Aug. 31). 

• Incorporate principles of low impact development (LID), such as permeable asphalt 

pavement, porous concrete, swales, bioretention, or raingardens.  More info on 

LID: https://www.epa.gov/nps/urban-runoff-low-impact-development. 

• Implement and maintain standard erosion control Best Management Practices during 

all aspects of construction by installing sediment barriers (wattles, filter logs, rock 

check ditches, mulching, or any combination of these) across the entire construction 

area to prevent sediment and spoil from entering aquatic systems.  Barriers should be 

maintained at high functioning capacity until construction is completed and 

vegetation is established.  For more information on erosion BMPs go 

to: http://www.kdheks.gov/stormwater/#construct. 

• Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees. 

Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; 

therefore, no special mitigation measures are recommended.  The project will not impact any 

public recreational areas, nor could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed 

threatened or endangered species or species in need of conservation.  No Department of 

Wildlife and Parks permits or special authorizations will be needed if construction is 

started within one year, and no design changes are made in the project plans.  Permits may still 

be required from other agencies.  We recommend consultation with all other applicable 

regulatory authorities which, among others, may include Kansas Department of Health and 

Environment, Kansas Department of Agriculture-Division of Water Resources, and the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers. 

  

Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically 

change, if construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are 

made in the project plans, the project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued 

applicability of this assessment report.  For our purposes, we consider construction started 

when advertisements for bids are distributed. 

  

Please consider this email our official review for this project.  Thank you for the opportunity to 

provide these comments and recommendations.  Please let me know if you have any questions 

or concerns about the preceding information. 

  

Please direct all review materials electronically to kdwpt.ess@ks.gov to streamline the review 

process for all parties. 

  

Thank you. 

  



 
 

-- 

Zac Eddy | Terrestrial Ecologist  

Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks  

512 SE 25th Ave. | Pratt, KS 67124  

(620) 672-0788 | ksoutdoors.com  

 

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ksoutdoors.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7CSteve.Rockers%40ks.gov%7C93c6206b8abc4d64134908d99d5003c1%7Cdcae8101c92d480cbc43c6761ccccc5a%7C0%7C0%7C637713789244485929%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=BPxhMwWFjRqg9J1%2FjQBw1gj2ORzclyzo9BKouxWFc9w%3D&reserved=0






















 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Amber Tilley 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
11201 Renner Blvd 
Lenexa, KS 66219 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Tilley, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Scott Tener 
Federal Aviation Administration 
901 Locust, Room 364 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Tener, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Laura Moody 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
1320 Research Park Drive 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Moody, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
HazMat Coordination 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Sir or Madam, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Leo Henning 
Kansas Department of Health and Environment 
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 400 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Henning, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
J. Daren Riedle 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 
512 SE 25th Ave 
Pratt, KS 67124 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Riedle, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Krystal Beat 
Kansas Department of Wildlife, Parks & Tourism 
512 SE 25th Ave 
Pratt, KS 67124 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Beat, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
U.S. 69 Express Project Director 
KDOT 
 

http://www.69express.org/
mailto:Steve.Rockers@ks.gov


 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Jennie Chinn 
Kansas State Historical Society 
6425 SW 6th Avenue 
Topeka, KS 66615 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. Chinn, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Brian Donahue 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Kansas City District 
635 Federal Building 
601 E. 12th Street 
Kansas City, MO 64106 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
 
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Donahue, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Michele McNulty 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2609 Anderson Avenue 
Manhattan, KS 66502 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Ms. McNulty, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Brice Obermeyer 
Delaware Tribe of Indians 
1200 Commercial Street 
Roosevelt Hall, RM 212 
Emporia State University 
Emporia, KS 66801 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Brice Obermeyer, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Kaw Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 50 
Kaw City, OK 74641 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Osage Nation of Oklahoma 
222 W. Main Street 
Pawhuska, OK 74056 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Absentee Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
2025 S Gordon Cooper Dr. 
Shawnee, OK 74801 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Mr. Brett Barnes 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 350 
Seneca, MO 64865 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Mr. Brett Barnes, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick, Office of the Tribal Chairman 
Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation 
16281 Q Road 
Mayetta, KS 66509 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Joseph "Zeke" Rupnick,  
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Wichita and Affiliated Tribes 
P.O. Box 729 
1 1/4 Miles North on Hwy 281 
Anadarko, OK 73005 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
To Whom It May Concern, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Dwight D. Eisenhower State Office Building 
700 S.W. Harrison Street 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

 
 

Phone:  785-296-3901 
Fax:  785-296-4302 

kdot#publicinfo@ks.gov 
http://www.ksdot.org 

Julie L. Lorenz, Secretary 
 

 Laura Kelly, Governor 

 
December 22, 2021 
 
Tonya Tipton 
Shawnee Tribe 
29 S Hwy 69A 
Miani, OK 74354 
 
 
Re: EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas  
FHWA Project Number: NHPP-A570(002)  KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-5700-02 
 
Dear Tonya Tipton, 
 
This letter is regarding the Environmental Assessment (EA) being prepared by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT), for 
improvements to a section of U.S. 69 from 130rd Street to 179th Street, located within the southern limits 
of the City of Overland Park, in Johnson County, Kansas.  
 
As part of the NEPA Concurrence Process for the project, this serves as notification of the posting of the 
Environmental Assessment for agency and public comment.   
 
A copy of the Environmental Assessment and supporting documentation can be found on the project 
website (www.69express.org) to provide your agency an opportunity to review and comment as a 
Participating Agency for the project. To remain on schedule, it is requested that your agency respond 
with any comments you may have on the document within 30 days of receipt of this letter.  Your 
comments will be incorporated into the EA document, as appropriate. A hard copy of the document can 
be provided upon request.   
 
If you have any questions about the project, please contact me at (785) 296-1004 or 
Steve.Rockers@ks.gov. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Steve Rockers, P.E. 
Road Design Leader 
KDOT 
 
 



  
 
 
Stephen Rockers 
Kansas Department of Transportation 
700 SW Harrison St 
Topeka, KS 66603-3745 
Email: Steve.Rockers@ks.gov 
 
December 30, 2021 
 
RE: U.S 69 Corridor Modernization and Expansion Project (KDOT # 69-46 KA-5700-02) 
 
Mr. Rockers: 
 
Thank you for notifying us of the posting of the Environmental Assessment for the above noted project.  
 
As stated previously, permitting will be required from the Kansas Department of Agriculture Division of 
Water Resources Water Structures Program and DWR has met with the design/build team regarding 
these permitting requirements. The Water Structures program looks forward to continued involvement as 
this project proceeds.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
Laura L Moody 
Environmental Reviews 
Kansas Department of Agriculture 
Division of Water Resources 
(785) 564-6674 
KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov 
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr 
 

mailto:KDA.EnvironmentalReview@ks.gov
http://agriculture.ks.gov.dwr/
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Eric Viera

From: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, December 29, 2021 10:50 AM
To: Brandon Yarbrough
Cc: Craig Cogan; Cliff Ehrlich [KDOT]; Javier Ahumada; Cameron McGown
Subject: FW: Agency Coordination - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project 

(69Express), Johnson County, Kansas

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

fyi 
 
Steve Rockers, P.E. | Kansas Department of Transportation-Road Design 
785.296.1004 | steve.rockers@ks.gov 
 

From: Tener, Scott (FAA) <scott.tener@faa.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, December 29, 2021 10:33 AM 
To: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov> 
Subject: RE: Agency Coordination - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, 
Kansas 
 

EXTERNAL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any attachments unless 
you trust the sender and know the content is safe.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the EA for the subject project. We do not have any comments. 
 
Airspace Considerations 
The project may require formal notice and review for airspace considerations under 14 CFR Part 77, Safe, Efficient Use, 
and Preservation of the Navigable Airspace.  To determine if you need to file with FAA, go to http://oeaaa.faa.gov and 
click on the “Notice Criteria Tool” found at the left-hand side of the page. 
 
Several items may need to be checked such as any structures, towers, poles, objects, and temporary construction 
equipment that exceed the notice criteria. For projects involving long routes, multiple locations will need to be checked. 
We recommend checking the route at 1-mile intervals and at increases in elevation. 
 
If after using the tool, you determine that filing with FAA is required, we recommend a 120-day notification to 
accommodate the review process and issue our determination letter.  Proposals may be filed at 
http://oeaaa.faa.gov.  More information on this process may be found at: 
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/engineering/part77/ 
 
Please let me know if you have any questions, 
 
Scott Tener 
Environmental Specialist 
 
FAA Central Region Airports Division 
901 Locust St., Room 364 
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Kansas City, Missouri  64106-2325 
T 816.329.2639 | F 816.329.2611 
http://www.faa.gov/airports/central/ 
 
 

From: Brandon Yarbrough <byarbrough@HNTB.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2021 10:53 AM 
To: Tener, Scott (FAA) <scott.tener@faa.gov> 
Cc: Steve Rockers [KDOT] <Steve.Rockers@ks.gov>; Cliff Ehrlich (Cliff.Ehrlich@ks.gov) <Cliff.Ehrlich@ks.gov>; Ahumada, 
Javier (FHWA) <javier.ahumada@dot.gov>; Cameron McGown <CMcGown@HNTB.com> 
Subject: Agency Coordination - EA for U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project (69Express), Johnson County, Kansas 
 
Attached you will find the official notification of the opening of the Agency and Public Comment Period for the 
Environmental Assessment for the U.S. 69 Expansion Project in Johnson County, Kansas. As a Participating Agency this is 
your opportunity to review and provide comment on the Environmental Assessment. We ask for your comments within 
30 days of receipt of this correspondence.  
 
If you would like a paper copy, please respond to this email.  
 
Please submit comments to Steve Rockers at KDOT (Steve.Rockers@ks.gov).  
 
Brandon Yarbrough, AICP 
Project Manager - Planning 
Transportation Planning and Policy Group 
Tel (816) 527-2007     Cell (319) 269-9645  
 
HNTB CORPORATION  
715 Kirk Drive, Kansas City, MO 64105  |  www.hntb.com  
 
This e-mail and any files transmitted with it are confidential and are intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to 
whom they are addressed. If you are NOT the intended recipient and receive this communication, please delete this 
message and any attachments. Thank you. 
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Eric Viera

From: Cordes, Zackary [KDWP] <Zackary.Cordes@KS.GOV>
Sent: Monday, January 3, 2022 12:12 PM
To: Steve Rockers [KDOT]
Cc: Brandon Yarbrough
Subject: KDWP Review: 20200933-6 US Highway 69 Expansion in Overland Park (Johnson)

Follow Up Flag: Flag for follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Steve Rockers, 

We have reviewed the information for the proposed U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion Project, 69 Express, 
in Overland Park, Johnson County, Kansas.  The project was reviewed for potential impacts to critical wildlife 
habitats, current state-listed threatened or endangered species and species in need of conservation, as well as 
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks managed areas for which this agency has administrative authority. 

We understand the preferred construction alternative will construct express toll lanes along the existing U.S. 
Highway 69 corridor to improve travel service. The EA indicates minor impacts to parks and recreation 
facilities may occur. We note that some impacts may occur to native deciduous forests. If avoidance of forest 
clearing is infeasible, we encourage the project sponsors to offset lost forested acreage. We also provide the 
following comments and general recommendations. When applicable:  

 Avoid impacts to existing streams and rivers, adjacent riparian zones, wetlands, and native prairie 
and woodland areas.  

 Minimize all bank or instream activity, particularly during general fish spawning season (March 1 – 
Aug. 31).  

 Incorporate principles of low impact development (LID), such as permeable asphalt pavement, 
porous concrete, swales, bioretention, or raingardens.  More info on 
LID: https://www.epa.gov/nps/urban-runoff-low-impact-development.  

 Implement and maintain standard erosion control Best Management Practices during all aspects of 
construction by installing sediment barriers (wattles, filter logs, rock check ditches, mulching, or any 
combination of these) across the entire construction area to prevent sediment and spoil from 
entering aquatic systems.  Barriers should be maintained at high functioning capacity until 
construction is completed and vegetation is established.  For more information on erosion BMPs go 
to: http://www.kdheks.gov/stormwater/#construct.  

 Reseed disturbed areas with native warm-season grasses, forbs, and trees. 

Results of our review indicate there will be no significant impacts to crucial wildlife habitats; therefore, no 
special mitigation measures are recommended.  The project will not impact any public recreational areas, nor 
could we document any potential impacts to currently-listed threatened or endangered species or species in 
need of conservation.  No Department of Wildlife and Parks permits or special authorizations will be needed if 
construction is started within one year, and no design changes are made in the project plans.  Permits may still 
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be required from other agencies.  We recommend consultation with all other applicable regulatory authorities 
which, among others, may include Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Kansas Department of 
Agriculture-Division of Water Resources, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
  
Since the Department’s recreational land obligations and the State’s species listings periodically change, if 
construction has not started within one year of this date, or if design changes are made in the project plans, 
the project sponsor must contact this office to verify continued applicability of this assessment report.  For our 
purposes, we consider construction started when advertisements for bids are distributed. 
  
Please consider this email our official review for this project.  Thank you for the opportunity to provide these 
comments and recommendations.  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about the 
preceding information. 
  
Please direct all review materials electronically to kdwpt.ess@ks.gov to streamline the review process for all 
parties. 
  
Thank you. 
 

 
Zack Cordes | Ecologist  
Kansas Department of Wildlife and Parks  
512 SE 25th Ave. | Pratt, KS 67124  
T: (620) 672-0822 | ksoutdoors.com  
C: (785) 410-9652 | chickadeecheckoff.com 
 
 
 



 

KSR&C No. 21-06-082 

January 14, 2022 

 

Steve Rockers, P.E. 

U.S. 69 Express Project Director 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

Via Email 

 

RE: U.S. 69 Express Environmental Assessment (EA) 

 KDOT Project No. 69-46 KA-5700-02 

 Johnson County 

 

Dear Mr. Rockers: 

 

In accordance with 36 CFR 800, the Kansas State Historic Preservation Office has reviewed your letter dated 

December 22, 2021, announcing availability of the project’s Environmental Assessment (EA). Our office has no 

role in the NEPA process, but we have been involved with this project through Section 106 consultation. 

According to our records, archeological survey has been completed and we have concluded that no historic 

structures are situated within the APE. As this is a design/build project, our office has requested that any 

changes be submitted to our office for comment and review. 

 

We look forward to working with you on this project and will await further correspondence as it progresses. If 

you have questions or need additional information regarding these comments, please contact Tim Weston at 

785-272-8681 (ext. 214) or Lauren Jones at 785-272-8681 (ext. 225). 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennie Chinn, Executive Director and 

State Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Patrick Zollner 

Deputy SHPO 

 



 

January 10, 2022 

Kansas Department of Transportation 

700 S.W. Harrison Street 

Topeka, KS 66603-3745 

  

RE: KDOT Project Number: 69-46 KA-570 0-02,  Overland Park, Johnson County, Kansas 
 
Dear Mr. Rockers, 
 
 The Eastern Shawnee Tribe has received your letter regarding the above referenced project(s) within 

Johnson County, Kansas. The Eastern Shawnee Tribe is committed to protecting sites important to Tribal 

Heritage, Culture and Religion. Furthermore, the Tribe is particularly concerned with historical sites that may 

contain but not limited to the burial(s) of human remains and associated funerary objects. 

 

As described in your correspondence, and upon research of our database(s) and files, we find our people 

occupied these areas historically and/or prehistorically. However, the project proposes NO Adverse Effect or 

endangerment to known sites of interest to the Eastern Shawnee Tribe. Please continue project as planned. 

However, should this project inadvertently discover an archeological site or object(s) we request that you 

immediately contact the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, as well as the appropriate state agencies (within 24 hours). We 

also ask that all ground disturbing activity stop until the Tribe and State agencies are consulted. Please note that 

any future changes to this project will require additional consultation. 

 

In accordance with the NHPA of 1966 (16 U.S.C. § 470-470w-6), federally funded, licensed, or permitted 

undertakings that are subject to the Section 106 review process must determine effects to significant historic 

properties. As clarified in Section 101(d)(6)(A-B), historic properties may have religious and/or cultural 

significance to Indian Tribes. Section 106 of NHPA requires Federal agencies to consider the effects of their 

actions on all significant historic properties (36 CFR Part 800) as does the National Environmental Policy Act of 

1969 (43 U.S.C. § 4321-4347 and 40 CFR § 1501.7(a). This letter evidences NHPA and NEPA historic properties 

compliance pertaining to consultation with this Tribe regarding the referenced proposed projects. 

 

Thank you, for contacting the Eastern Shawnee Tribe, we appreciate your cooperation. Should you have any 

further questions or comments please contact our Office. 

Sincerely, 

 
Paul Barton, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma 
 (918) 666-5151 Ext:1833 
 

EASTERN SHAWNEE  
CULTURAL PRESERVATION DEPARTMENT 

70500 East 128 Road, Wyandotte, OK 74370                           
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix E – Stakeholder Engagement Plan 
 

 



 
 
 

 



Phase 2 Stakeholder Engagement Plan – Review Draft 
Page 1 of 12 

 
1.0 Project Description 

The U.S. 69 Modernization and Expansion will include improvements to the U.S. 69 Corridor between 

179th Street and 103rd Streets in Johnson County, Kansas.  The Project – now branded as 69Express - will 

utilize a competitive Design-Build alternative delivery model to maximize project scope within an 

anticipated $300M construction budget and expedite delivery.  Its improvements are anticipated to 

include: 

• Capacity improvements between 179th and 95th Streets; 

• Arterial turn-lane and ramp improvements at the 179th Street, 167th Street, 151st Street, 135th 

Street, 119th Street, College Boulevard and 103rd Street service interchanges; 

• Ramp improvements at Blue Valley Parkway and I-435 system-to-system interchanges; and 

• Existing infrastructure replacement (pavement, bridge, signs, lighting, etc.). 

2.0 Situational Assessment 

Safety and congestion issues have been identified along U.S. 69 in a series of studies and related 

projects conducted over the last 25 years.  During that time, commuters and travelers have grown 

increasingly frustrated with higher accident rates, growing congestion and increasing travel times. The 

problem is only expected to increase.  As development continues, traffic volume is projected to double, 

and travel times are projected to triple by 2045. Not surprisingly, U.S. 69 improvements were identified 

as the metropolitan area’s most important priority during local consult meetings held across the State of 

Kansas in 2019.   

As one of the state’s busiest highway segment, U.S. 69 faces challenges in terms of consistently 

delivering safe, efficient and predictable travel.  The corridor: 

• Experiences crash rates 53% above the statewide average; 

• Averages one crash every 3 days;  

• Has existing pavement and bridges that are approximately 50 years old; and  

• Is expected to see peak travel times triple by 2040. 

The local community shares a  widespread, non-technical understanding of the challenges confronting 

the corridor, as evidenced by the previously submitted results of a series of elected/civic leader 

interviews, a statistically valid community survey and input from the Project Advisory Group: 

• Improving traffic flow on U.S. 69 is the #1 issue for residents; 

• 9 of 10 residents think  it is important to make improvements to U.S. 69; 

• 62% are concerned about travel safety on U.S. 69; and 

• 59% are concerned about travel time predictability.  

These findings indicate engagement activities will take place in a communication environment in which 

stakeholders generally believe: 
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• The need to improve U.S. 69 is undeniable – and the sooner that need is met, the better. 

• COVID-19 hasn’t diminished the need for expansion.  

• Support is most likely to be found around improvements that benefit quality of life and safety. 

• Express toll lanes may be the right solution, but questions remain about why specifically they are 

needed on U.S. 69 and how they will operate. 

• Broad-based communication about the Project and potential solution strategies are needed, with a 

reliance on trusted information sources such as KDOT, the City of Overland Park, employers and 

membership groups. 

However, Project engagement also must assist stakeholders in understanding that: 

• Like other projects, U.S. 69 moves out of the Project Development Pipeline for the Eisenhower 

Legacy Transportation Program (IKE) into construction using a combination of Kansas taxpayer funds 

from the State Highway Fund and one or more of three strategies in partnership with KDOT: (1) 

provide a local contribution; (2) phase the project (build different portions over time); and (3) 

negotiate the scope of the project to better fit available taxpayer funding.  

• Local contributions are funds and other things of value that cities, counties and sometimes the 

private sector provide to help advance important infrastructure projects.  Over the course of the 

past two decades, for example, Overland Park has contributed about 20 percent of the total cost  to 

advance work on U.S. 69 and I-435.  On U.S. 69,  a 20 percent local contribution without tolling 

would range from $60 million to $109 million depending upon which alternative among those 

identified in previous studies is built.     

• Kansas has many serious transportation needs that must be addressed, and state funding is limited. 

State dollars will be a significant source of funding used to improve U.S. 69, but local contributions 

help advance important projects more quickly and help ensure that such projects more fully meet 

local transportation needs.  Additionally, from a driver standpoint, offering a less-congested 

alternative for travel where none previously existed provides the driving public with choice.  

 

3.0 Public Involvement Goals 

Based on KDOT guidance and the situational assessment conducted in Phase 1, the public involvement 

goals in Phase 2 are: 

1. Provide welcoming, convenient and meaningful participation opportunities to stakeholders and 

other interested parties. 

2. Explain why the Project is being undertaken, its decision-making process, potential solution 

strategies under consideration and final choices made. 

3. Gather and assess stakeholder U.S. 69-related experiences and perceptions of corridor quality of life 

(especially travel predictability and reliability), safety, roadway conditions and other considerations 

(equity, environment and other). 

4. Secure actionable input from stakeholders regarding potential improvements and their relative 

importance.  

http://www.ksdot.org/ike.asp
http://www.ksdot.org/ike.asp
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5. Make clear that express toll lanes are being explored as an alternative that potentially gets the 

Project done faster and manages congestion longer than other alternatives examined in earlier 

studies; 

6. Assist in determining how the Project’s local contribution can be raised to help advance the Project;  

7. Report on project progress and decisions, demonstrating how input did or not shape improvements 

and why; and 

8. Support and leverage the Project Communication Plan being implemented by KDOT.  

 

4.0 Key Stakeholders and Target Audiences 

This program will engage key audiences throughout the project and includes Project Sponsors, Elected 

Officials (city, county and state), Corporate and Community Stakeholders, Corridor Users, the Media, 

and others.  Key Audiences are defined for purposes of this Plan as individuals and groups that meet one 

or more of the following criteria: 

4.1 Plays a direct role in decision-making to advance or approve a City of Overland Park ETL 

proposal; 

4.2 Influences the decision-making to advance or approve a City of Overland Park ETL proposal; 

4.3 Employs or attracts large numbers of people who travel in or through the Corridor to access 

employment, amenities or attractions; 

4.4 Depends on the Corridor to provide or distribute goods and services; and/or  

4.5 Experiences changes in economic vitality or quality of life based on how well U.S. 69 is 

maintained and operated. 

 

5.0 Key Messages  

Key messages are found in the intersection between the: 

• Current situation – what conditions are on the ground that affect content and stakeholder reception 

of content; 

• Project goals – what are we trying to achieve organizationally; and 

• Audiences – what information people need and want to act in ways that advance Project goals. 

Based on the preceding plan analysis, engagement tools and activities will convey the following 

messages clearly and consistently to advance the Project and to achieve goals outlined in Section 4.0: 

5.1 U.S. 69 is critically important to the quality of life, safety and economic vitality of Kansas and the 

City of Overland Park. 

5.2 The highway’s aging design and infrastructure – more than 50 years old - can’t keep up with the 

increasing local and regional demands being put on it. 
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5.3 Congestion will double and travel times in the corridor will triple  over the next 25 years without 

significant improvements and management strategies. 

5.4 Increasing demands put on the corridor will not be reduced over the next 20 years or more as a 

result of COVID-19, connected or autonomous vehicles, or other foreseeable economic, 

technologic or demographic changes. 

5.5 Without a reliable source of revenue for the local contribution for the Project – such as express 

toll lanes – U.S. 69 improvements may be fewer in number and take years longer to build. 

5.6 Express toll lanes empowers motorists to better manage their Corridor travel times and 

experiences by letting them choose between paying a user fee for access to express lanes or 

using the untolled general purpose lanes. 

5.7 All motorists benefit from express toll lanes by experiencing less congestion in all lanes.  

5.8 Project decision-making will reflect technical requirements as well as stakeholder U.S. 69-

related experiences and perceptions of corridor quality of life (especially travel predictability 

and reliability), safety, roadway conditions and other considerations (equity, environment and 

other). 

6.0 Strategies  

The following strategies underpin the planning and implementation of engagement activities described 

in Section 7.0 – Tactics and describe how tactics will be implemented in order to achieve key 

performance indicators (KPIs). 

6.1 Engage corridor stakeholders frequently and in multiple formats to ensure that they are – and 

feel – heard regarding U.S. 69 needs and opportunities. 

6.2 Help stakeholders understand the need for a local contribution in the Project deployment and 

what benefits and trade-offs exist as a result of decisions made about the Project and its 

funding. 

6.3 Show how potential express toll lane strategies and improvements will significantly improve 

quality of life and travel time reliability and conditions for all Corridor users.  

7.0 Tactics  

Engagement activities during Phase 2 are designed to  produce an ongoing dialog with project 

stakeholders and audiences described in Section 4.0.  The dialog will provide them with timely, accurate 

project information and meaningful opportunities to provide specific, actionable feedback to the Project 

Team in alignment with the goals detailed in Section 3.0 and strategies outlined in Section 6.1.  

7.1 Project Advisory Group Meetings 

HNTB will organize seven (7) PAG meetings prior to construction, typically associated with Project 

and/or NEPA decision points or milestones. The two-hour virtual meetings will enable the PAG to 

provide local input and perspectives on project issues and decisions and to serve as a sounding board for 

messaging and content to be presented to key audiences.  (Face-to-face meetings will be added when 

allowed under federal, state and/or local COVID-19 guidance and regulation.)  Meetings will include: 
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7.1.1  December 2 Meeting 1: Project Introduction-- Purpose; PAG role; Project Schedule; Engagement 

process; Baseline data. 

7.1.2 January 26 Meeting 2: Project Scope & Costs-- (Ultimate vs. near-term project); Funding 

expectations; Initial ETL concepts; Preliminary toll policies, Concepts from US 69 corridor study; ETL 

Concepts from pre-planning analysis; Toll policy direction and responsibility matrix; Explain local 

contribution and expectations. 

7.1.3 February 23 Meeting 3: ETL alternatives--Refined toll policies; Updated costs; Public feedback, 

changes in roadway section, access points, access type; Revised/more detailed toll policies; Input from 

OP City Council and community presentations. 

7.1.4 March 30 Meeting 4: Preferred ETL configuration-- Anticipated toll rates; environmental 

impacts/considerations; Public/stakeholder feedback Preferred roadway configuration; Results from 

stated preference surveys; conservative grading limits, likely R/W needs, Key environmental impacts; 

Input from community presentations. 

7.1.5 April 12 Meeting 5: Preliminary Traffic & Revenue estimates--Sensitivity scenarios, Gross 

revenue estimates; How does this compare to pre-planning analysis?  Explain any differences.  

7.1.6 May 4 Meeting 6: Final Traffic & Revenue estimates & Sensitivity Analysis-- Public feedback 

(Public Meeting Summary); Recommendations Final T&R with sensitivity analysis; Net revenue analysis 

(how much local contribution can be generated from toll revenue); PAG recommendation to OP City 

Council. 

7.1.7 September Meeting 7: Review Proposed Action --(Project scope & cost); Funding partnership; 

Updated project schedule; Alternative Delivery Procurement  Noise analysis results; Detailed 

environmental impacts; Proposed R/W acquisitions; Overview of DB evaluation criteria; Key technical 

requirements (if of interest). 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Advisory Group self-assessment of meetings/process via periodic surveys 

2. Secondary dissemination of Project information through communication channels members 

individually control 

3. Advisory Group support for City of Overland Park ETL proposal 

 

7.2 Stakeholder Meetings and Presentations 

HNTB will conduct three tiers or categories of stakeholder meetings and presentations.  Content will be 

tailored to advance project goals and to address specific needs of the groups in each category that will 

be generated by the focus of the groups, status of project progress and emerging issues or questions.  

These meetings will be designed to help elected and other community leaders to understand where the 

Project stands, how it might affect their constituents, levels of support or concern about Project decision 
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making among their constituents and what steps are being taken to mitigate concerns or strengthen 

support. 

7.2.1. HNTB will schedule ≤24 presentations and listening sessions with Rotary, Kiwanis, Chambers of 

Commerce, Homeowners Associations, Businesses Groups and major corridor employers with 

significant numbers of employees drawn into the corridor from non-corridor locations.   

 Purpose: In addition to addressing their specific needs and interests, the meetings will be 

designed to leverage the communication channels these groups control to expand the 

communication and engagement reach of the Project to individuals and organizations that rely 

on the corridor but may be located elsewhere in the region. 

7.2.2 HNTB will meet individually with ≤16 impacted or concerned stakeholder groups to present the 

project process, alternatives, and project impacts in order to discuss group- or location-specific 

concerns and clarify issues.   

 Purpose: These meetings will be designed, to the fullest extent possible, to anticipate and 

respond to concerns that might negatively affect the public dialog about the Project. 

7.2.3 HNTB will prepare for ≤24 monthly or milestone presentations and updates with the Overland 

Park City Council, Johnson County Commission, KTA Board and State Finance Council as needed, 

as well as with other elected officials and groups where appropriate. For all briefings, meetings 

and presentations, HNTB will work with KDOT and its partners to identify presentational 

opportunities and develop pertinent agendas and materials, as well as handle logistical 

arrangements as needed.   

 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Groups’ self-assessment of meetings/process via periodic surveys 

2. Secondary dissemination of Project information through communication channels groups  

individually control 

3. Groups support for City of Overland Park ETL proposal 

 

 

7.3 Public Meetings 

HNTB will coordinate, promote and conduct five open-house public meetings associated with 

Project/NEPA milestones.  It will recommend and produce upon KDOT approval associated meeting 

logistics and materials and monitor, analyze and report stakeholder attendance and feedback.  All 

meetings will be organized to be held virtually with in-person accommodations provided where needed 

and appropriate within KDOT/CDC guidelines.  The meetings will include: 
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7.3.1 January 20 Meeting 1: Purpose and Need; initial improvement concepts; T&R inputs   

7.3.2 April Meeting 2:  Alternatives evaluation and screening      

7.3.3 September Meeting 3: Proposed Action/Draft EA   

7.3.4 TBD Meeting 4: NEPA completion/Right-of-Way   

7.3.5 TBD Meeting 5: Pre-Construction 

 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Participant self-assessment of how welcoming, convenient and meaningful they found participation 

opportunities to be through periodic PIMA and website surveys. 

2. Project Team assessment of how well attendees understand why the Project is being undertaken, its 

decision-making process, potential solution strategies under consideration and final choices made 

based on PIMA feedback tenor, specificity and actionability. 

3. Project Team assessment of acceptance of express toll lanes as a solution based on PIMA, focus 

group and survey assessments. 

4. Public levels of support for express toll lanes as reported by Advisory Group and local elected 

officials based on their constituent interactions. 

 

7.4 Surveys and Focus Groups 

Levels of stakeholder engagement, process understanding and satisfaction and support for ongoing 

Project decision making will be measured using several techniques.  The opinion measurements will 

enable Project decision makers to monitor transportation users’ perceptions of alternatives, knowledge 

gaps and messaging opportunities, as well as help inform other aspects of the engagement program: 

7.4.1 Community opinion survey (῀800 completed surveys) 

7.4.2 One series of seven (7) focus groups (῀≤70 participants) 

7.4.3 One issue-specific quick response survey 

7.4.4 Multiple single-issue electronic surveys conducted through the Project website 

 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Participation levels. 

2. Changes in Project knowledge, perceptions and ETL support over time. 

3. Expressed public levels of support for express toll lanes.  

 

7.5 Electronic Engagement 

7.5.1 Website 

The Project website will be positioned as the foundational platform for informing stakeholders about  

the Project. It will be updated weekly or more frequently to ensure stakeholders receive meaningful 

Project information; enjoy opportunities for substantive interaction and dialogue to occur between 
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them and the Project team; and create transparency in the Project and in the NEPA Process.  To reach a  

wider, more diverse audience, the website display will be adaptive to the device it is viewed on; Section 

508 compliant; and publicized and promoted via geofenced social media outreach and advertising.   

 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Average time on page. 

2. Average session duration. 

3. Changes in number of returning visitors. 

4. Changes in number of unique visitors. 

5. Abandonment rate. 

6. Number of shares. 

7. Number and tone of comments. 

 

7.5.2 Electronic Newsletters and Other Collateral 

Monthly electronic newsletters will be prepared for target audiences to distribute project information 

and project status, with content tailored for inclusion in the monthly City of Overland Park electronic 

newsletter. Other additional outreach material will also be prepared which is not required to support 

specific engagement meetings.  To leverage the impact of these materials, they will be repurposed and 

redistributed two to three times a week in various social media updates to broaden project 

understanding and to keep stakeholders engaged with the Project.   

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Number of subscribers versus unsubscribes. 

2. Number of forwards. 

3. Number and tenor of follow-up subscriber questions. 

 

7.5.3 Social Media 

Updates and informational graphics will be developed and distributed through Project and Project 

Partners social media outlets as audiences, content and timing dictate; usually two to three times a 

week on average.  69Express social media will focus primarily on Facebook, Twitter and Nextdoor as 

platforms extensively used by key corridor stakeholder groups.  A Project-specific text messaging service 

will be set-up to share information about Project progress; but it is expected to be used more 

extensively as the Project transitions to construction and the need for immediate information updates 

(such as detours or delays) may grow.  Social media will be monitored and responded to using 

HootSuite.  As with the Project website, Project social media will be publicized and promoted via  

geofenced social media outreach and advertising.  A social media posting content and schedule will be 

shared with the Project Engagement Team regularly, at least monthly if not more. 
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Key Performance Indicators 

1. Number of impressions. 

2. Number of shares. 

3. Number of subscribers versus unsubscribes. 

4. Number of unique viewers. 

 

7.5.4 Visualizations 

Two visualizations depicting the Corridor, anticipated growth and associated issues and potential 

solutions under consideration will be developed to help stakeholders visualize the complexity of the 

corridor, the potential solutions to issues and how issues and solutions affect stakeholders individually 

and as a community. The visualizations will combine 3D modeling, animation and still frame 

photography to provide “stationary” camera animations of each scene identified.  HNTB will utilize 

camera matching technology to match the camera angle / perspective of the photographs taken on site.  

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Participant self-assessment of how convenient and meaningful they found visualizations to be. 

2. Number of shares and forwards. 

3. Number and tenor of comments. 

 

7.6 Media Outreach 

The Project’s engagement-related media outreach will create a positive public perception of – and 

conversation about – the Project and the roles of the Project Partners.  This will be accomplished by 

conveying messaging, content and feedback opportunities underscoring engagement process 

transparency and Project benefits delivered locally, regionally and for the state.  Elements will include: 

7.6.1 Media handbook for the Project Team outlining the process and protocols for discussing the 

Project with traditional and social media outlets.   

7.6.2 Formal media kit describing the Project, Project Partners, process and progress to date, Project 

rationale and engagement opportunities. 

7.6.3 ≤24 media releases or advisories to mark Project and NEPA milestones or other significant 

Project-related issues or events as appropriate.  

7.6.4 Media monitoring and analysis, along with recommendations regarding responses, if needed, 

and development or revision of Project materials to improve amount or tenor of coverage. 

 

Key Performance Indicators 

1. Number and tenor of Project coverage. 

2. Size of reach into total potential Corridor audience. 

3. Changes in amount of engagement with the Project website based on specific coverage. 

4. Number and tenor of coverage of Project Partners by local and regional media. 
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8.0 Schedule 

Engagement activities will be scheduled in association with Project milestones and emerging 

information needs or stakeholder engagement issues identified in real time.  Engagement activities will 

be initially scheduled in six-month blocks (see Table 1) based on need and content focus, then refined 

and extended weekly.  The social media schedule will be provided in advance of project milestones and 

will be expanded into a rolling fortnightly “look-ahead” schedule  organized around project milestones, 

emerging stakeholder questions and the specific needs of social media platforms as the 69Express 

presence expands on Twitter, Facebook and Nextdoor.   

Table 1 – Six Month Engagement Schedule 

Timeframe Group Purpose 

January OP Chamber Community Presentation - OP Board 

January OP Chamber Community Presentation - Public Policy & Advocacy Comm. 

January TBD KCA Annual Conf. Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

January OP Chamber Community Presentation - EDC 

January JoCo Commission Project Introduction and Update 

Jan. 20 PIM 1 Project Introduction 

Jan. 21 NE Joco CC OVP Councilman Curt Skoog 5-min Presentation  

Jan. 26 AG 2 ETL concepts, alternatives and funding implications 

Feb. 5 KC Chamber Community Presentation – KC Chamber (combo) 

Feb 15. OP COW Project update 

Feb. 23 AG 3 Discuss ETL and alternatives evaluation; public feedback on 
funding options and alternatives.   

February South JoCo Republicans Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March Minority Chambers (ind.) Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March Sierra Club Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March OP Chamber Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March HOAs Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March JoCo Democrats Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

March 30 AG 4 Discuss environmental considerations, ETL & public feedback 

April OP & OP South Rotaries Community Presentation - Project Introduction and Update 

April  12 AG 5 Refinements of alternatives and final public meeting details 

April 19 OP COW Project update 

April 26 PIM 2 Alternatives 

May 4 AG 6 Discussions of alternatives and ETL before going to SFC 

May 17 OP COW City Proposal 

June KTA Presentation of Community Request 

June SFC State Finance Council Action 
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9.0 Engagement Protocols and Guidelines 

To ensure consistency and effectiveness in engagement activities, the following protocols and guidelines 

are proposed to govern how, when and by whom engagement content will be produced, reviewed, 

approved and disseminated.   

9.1 Program Oversight, Roles and Responsibilities 

KDOT will oversee all engagement program decision making in collaboration with the Project Partners.   

The HNTB Engagement Team will implement that decision making as well as be responsible for 

anticipating engagement needs and recommending potential courses of action to KDOT for approval.  All 

proposed actions and content will integrate with and support the successful implementation of the 

KDOT Project Communication Plan. 

9.2 Engagement Plan Implementation 

The HNTB Engagement Team will develop content and implementation steps for all elements of the 

Engagement Plan.  These will go through reviews and approvals as determined by Ann Melton, KDOT 

Community Relations Manager, and may include (but not be limited to): 

• Project Partners  

o KTA Rachel Bell, Director of Business Services and Customer Relations  

o OVP Sean Reilly, Communications Manager 

• Steve Rockers, KDOT U.S. 69 Project Manager 

• Lindsey Douglas, Deputy Secretary of Transportation 

• Julie Lorenz, Secretary of Transportation 

Content will be developed in alignment with KDOT direction, the KDOT Project Communication Plan and 

the Project’s editorial and graphic guidelines (see attached). 

9.3 Traditional Media 

Media relations and responses will be handled by KDOT unless HNTB is requested to handle.  If HNTB 

handles such matters, it will do so in alignment with KDOT direction and the KDOT Project 

Communication Plan.   Kelly Kultala, as the KDOT District 1 Public Affairs Manager, will take the lead on 

media responses related to U.S. 69.   

9.4 Social Media 

It will be important to engage with our community on social media in a timely manner by responding to 

comments and questions, liking posts, sharing valuable content and overall fulfilling the needs of our 

online audience.  To facilitate this process, HNTB will tier social media into three levels as follows: 
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Level I  

Non-controversial social media questions or events that require a response and for which there is 

existing approved content will be handled by HNTB, including on monitored non-Project social media.  

KDOT’s social media comment policy will serve as guidance for the Project’s social media users 

community and standards of behavior. 

Level 2 

Social media questions or events that require a response and for which there is no existing approved 

content will be handled by HNTB in consultation with KDOT and Project Partners as appropriate.  HNTB 

will within 24 hours formulate and recommend an answer and/or response to KDOT for approval.  The 

recommendation will be based on Project Goals, prior KDOT direction, contemporary best practices and 

guidance found in the most current edition of the AASHTO State DOT Social Media Survey. It will be 

implemented upon KDOT approval as soon as practicable. 

Level 3 

In the case of controversial social media questions or events that do not fit the criteria for Levels 1-2, 

HNTB will convene a Rapid Response Team the same day as the occurrence comes to light to formulate 

and recommend an appropriate course of action.  The Rapid Response Team will consist of such people 

as KDOT requires, but for this plan is assumed to be initially composed of as many of the following 

individuals as can be gathered together for immediate consultation: 

• Ann Melton, KDOT Community Relations Manager 

• Robyn Arthur, HNTB Environment and Engagement Director 

• Michael DeMent, Engagement Task Lead 

• Suze Parker, Parker Communications Group 

• Michaela Pearce, Pearce PR & Marketing 

• Mary Birch, Lathrop GPM 

This group will be tasked with developing real- and near-real-time responses for KDOT approval to social 

media-driven questions, comments and concerns in order to pre-empt or mitigate emerging issues 

before they can affect Project progress or to better advise Project decision makers as to potential 

changes in Project processes and decision making.  

Attachments 

• 69Express Style Guide 

• 69Express Initial Social Media Calendar 

https://www.ksdot.org/Assets/wwwksdotorg/Headquarters/PDF_Files/SocialMediaCommentPolicy.pdf
https://communications.transportation.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2018/10/2018-Social-Media-Survey_web.pdf
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https://www.scribd.com/doc/2664713/Associated-Press-AP-Style-Guide-the-basics
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
https://www.transportation.gov/
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https://www.transportation.gov/transition/acronyms
https://www.transportation.gov/transition/acronyms
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-04/documents/03_trainingacronyms.pdf
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-04/documents/03_trainingacronyms.pdf
https://www.marc.org/About-MARC/Learn-More/Acronym-Glossary.html
https://www.marc.org/About-MARC/Learn-More/Acronym-Glossary.html
https://www.marc.org/About-MARC/Learn-More/Acronym-Glossary.html
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